
MINUTES OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 
The October meeting of the New Jersey Department of Transportation Retirees Association, Inc. (DOTRA) was held on 
Tuesday, October 1, 2019, at Tessara Restaurant.  After establishing a quorum was present, the meeting was called to 
order at 11:04 am by President Clint Griggs with the Pledge of Allegiance following.  The following were in attendance: 
 
Joe Bodnar Ann Fratticcioli   Bob Miller   Gerry Sellner 
Mike Eckel 
Donna Troiano 
 

Andrea Mansfield 
Frank Stia 
Dave Bizuga 

  Lou Papp 
  Janis Stia 
  Jay Johnston 

Clinton Griggs 
Frank Palise 
 

    
    
These members were absent: Dot Andres, John Raniero, and Janice DeJohn.  Jim Dixon attended as a volunteer. 
 
The minutes of the 9/03/19 meeting were received and approved as distributed.  The motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Janis Stia and seconded by Mike Eckel.  The motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  The Treasurer’s report was presented by Frank Stia.  Balance as of 9/30/19 was $14,752.32 
including $4,233.46 in the checking account.  Frank amended the report; CD#0105 was renewed for 2 years until 2021 @ 
1%.  A move to accept the report, pending audit, was made by  Andrea Mansfield and seconded by Gerry Sellner. The 
motion passed.   
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Janis Stia reported that there was 1 membership renewal received during September and no 
new memberships.  A total of $20.00 for dues was received in September; the member paid for 2 years.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Nominating Committee – Joe Bodnar reported that there are sixteen Board members for 2019/2020.  Dot Andres will be 
resigning from the Board at the end of her term or sooner. The Board will name Dot as a Director Emeritus, in honor of her 
decades of service for DOTRA. Janice DeJohn is taking the vacant position on the Board and will assume responsibility 
for overseeing the DOTRA By-Laws.   
 
By-Laws – There was no report or new business.  This position will be filled by Janice, who was absent. 
 
Website – Ann reported that she continues to update our website for DOTRA and sends periodic e-mail blasts and 
reminders about our activities.  There were 122 hits to the website in  September. (total to date 3443).  Flyers for the 
monthly  Happy Hour Get-Together, the December bus trip and Holiday party are on the website.  In addition, the recent 
edition of The Transporter and photos from the picnic will be posted.  The Florida Reunion was raised as a topic for 
discussion.  We must have details by November 12, so that it can be included in the DOTLine and posted on the website.  
Clint will contact Dot and Stef Franklin for the plans.   
 
Employee Memorial Committee- Jim Dixon reported that there was no September meeting and no Memorandum of Intent 
has been signed; this is needed so that the EMC can proceed with fundraising activities. Expenses for the EMC continue 
to rise, so they are currently planning the Silent Auction on December 5 & 6 and other fund raisers if the Memorandum is 
signed.  The annual Memorial Service was held on September 11. The EMC is still looking for volunteers.  Fundraising 
plans continue; without funds, many activities of the EMC will be curtailed.  Donna Troiano stated that the EMC was 
originally established to maintain the Employee Memorial at NJDOT headquarters and this should remain the primary 
focus. Frank Palise will include a blurb in the November DOTLine about the donation jar we displayed at the DOTRA 
picnic in order to alert members about it. 
 
 
Historian –Mike Eckel  asked for ideas for the November DOTLine and a suggestion was made that he write about the 
EMC and the Memorial onsite at NJDOT.  There is little written history about the EMC; Janice DeJohn has written an 
article and Mike will research this.  Ann suggested that an article about the NJDOT sport leagues would be interesting.  
The bowling league is celebration their 60th year.  There is a tennis league, golf league and a softball league.                                                                    
 



Chaplain – Frank Palise reported the passing of Matilda Nunziati recently.  He reminded the Board that it is vital the Board 
members proofread the DOTLine in order to avoid embarrassing errors. 
 
Audit:  Nothing to report until next spring. 
 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:        
                                                                                                             
Picnic 
Mike reported 50 attendees at the September 12th event. Rusling Fire Company provided the ice; Bill Burd, who usually 
coordinates this, was ill.  Donna moved and Janis seconded that we send a $25.00 donation to Rusling, along with our 
thanks.  Receipts were $896. and the 50/50 proceeds were $95.00.  The day was sunny early on but turned rainy toward 
the end of the day.  Fred & Pete’s did a fine job with the cooking, including pork roll burgers but forgot to bring cheese! 
 
Happy Hour 
Ann reported that about 20-25  people attended the Happy Hour at Mastoris on September 26 .  It was an enjoyable event 
with a free buffet and drink specials. The next date is October 24 from 5-7 pm. Date for November is the 21st and 
December the 19th, changed from the fourth Thursday because of the holidays. 
 
Trips –  There will be a bus trip to Doolan’s Shore Club in Spring Lake on December 5 for a Radio City Tribute Holiday 
Musical Show and lunch including 1-hour open bar and wine and soda for 2 hours. The cost is $89.00/pp and the bus will 
leave from the AMC parking lot in Hamilton.  Final details are available and have been sent in an e-mail blast and are 
available on the website.  Reservations are due November 15.  Jay can answer any questions via 609-588-0930 or 
jay050645@yahoo.com.  Reservations received so far are 10; there is a maximum of 56 tickets available.  This event will 
most likely sell out. 
 
Holiday Party:  The annual Holiday luncheon will be held at Mercer Oaks on December 11.  Full details and a flyer will be 
inserted in the November DOTLine.  Janis signed a contract and paid the deposit.  The menu and other details will be the 
same as in the past.  Janis has everything on track; reservation deadline is December 4th.  The cost is $36.00/pp. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Bob Miller is working toward archiving DOTRA records (including – DOTLINES, Minutes, Treasurer’s Reports, By Law 
Changes, Directors/Officers) to a permanent storage drive. 
 
Ann continues to work on the website, loading photos and flyers.  She periodically sends e-mail blasts to members as a 
reminder of upcoming events.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Dave Bizuga reminded the Board of the importance of supporting and encouraging efforts towards a fully funded NJ 
retiree’s pension.  Our COLA was stopped in 2011.  If it had continued, our pension would now be 5.5% higher.  He 
suggested that a link on the website and a blurb in DOTLine would make all DOTRA members cognizant of these facts 
and remind them of the importance of supporting efforts toward a fully funded pension.  There was general agreement. 
 
Since there was no additional business to discuss, a motion to close the meeting was made by Mike and seconded by Joe 
and the motion passed.  Clint adjourned the meeting at 12:17 pm.   
The next board meeting will be held on Tuesday 11/5/19 at Tessara Restaurant at 11:00 AM.   DOTLine will be prepared 
for mailing at the close of the November meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Andrea Mansfield 
Recording Secretary 


