
MINUTES OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 
The December meeting of the New Jersey Department of Transportation Retirees Association, Inc. (DOTRA) was held on 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019, at Tessara Restaurant.  After establishing a quorum was present, the meeting was called to 
order at 11:07 am by President Clint Griggs with the Pledge of Allegiance following.  The following were in attendance: 
 
Joe Bodnar Dave Bizuga   Bob Miller   Janice DeJohn 
Mike Eckel 
Donna Troiano 
 

Andrea Mansfield 
Frank Stia 
 

  Jay Johnston 
  Lou Papp 

Clinton Griggs 
Frank Palise 
 

    
    
These members were absent: Ann Fratticcioli, John Raniero, Janis Stia and Gerry Sellner.  Jim Dixon attended as a 
volunteer.  Donna Troiano reported on Gerry’s recuperation.    Cards of good wishes can be sent to his home and his 
sons will deliver them. 
 
The minutes of the 11/05/19 meeting were received and approved as clarified.  The motion to approve the minutes was 
made by Frank Palise and seconded by Mike Eckel.  The motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  The Treasurer’s report was presented by Frank Stia.  Balance as of 11/30/19 was $14,042.06 
including $3,496.87  in the checking account.  A move to accept the report, pending audit, was made by  Joe Bodnar and 
seconded by Lou Papp. The motion passed.   
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: Frank Stia reported for Janis Stia that there were 7 membership renewals received during 
November and 2 new annual memberships.  A total of $90.00 for dues was received in November.  Frank moved that we 
accept the membership requests from JoAnn Petti and Samir Mody.  Mike seconded, and the motion passed.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Nominating Committee – Joe Bodnar reported that there are sixteen Board members for 2019/2020.  Dot Andres is now a 
Director Emeritus. 
 
By-Laws – Janice DeJohn drafted updates to our by-laws as detailed below in red.  A thorough discussion followed and 
Janice will incorporate the relevant points, revise her proposed changes and present a formal motion for the changes at 
the January 2020 meeting. 
 
Associate memberships shall be available to: (Revised 05-2002)  

A. Relatives, by either blood or marriage, of retired former NJDOT employees.  
B. Others, who by reason of their employment outside the NJDOT, have participated in the design or 

construction of NJDOT projects or furnished products or services.  
C. In addition, all applications for Associate Membership shall require individual review and approval by 

the Board of Directors before becoming effective. 
 
 
A. The Treasurer shall issue notices of dues payable and be responsible for the collection thereof, and shall 

keep financial records of the organization. The Treasurer has the authority, as voted by the Board of 
Directors, to disburse funds and report in detail on the financial condition of the organization at the end of 
the fiscal year or at such other times as directed. The Treasurer shall also have the responsibility to advise 
the Directors of any necessary tax reports to be filed. 

 

B. The term of office for officers shall be two (2) years, concurrent with their terms as a Director. If Director 
terms are 3 years, how can they be concurrent? 



 

Section 3: 
 
 

Article X: Dues and Assessments 

Section 1: 

The annual dues shall be ten (10) dollars or as designated by resolution adopted by the Board and shall be 
collected by the Treasurer upon enrollment and no later than the thirty first (31) day of January of each 
succeeding fiscal year. Life membership in DOTRA shall be $75.00. Anticipated dues and assessments shall be 
used to develop a recommended annual budget for the administrative and organizational expenses of this 
association. (Section 1 revised September 2008 to add Life Membership cost. AJE) Is it fiscal or calendar 
year? 

Section 3: 

At the discretion of the Board of Directors, members whose dues are in arrears for a period of more than one (1) 
year may forfeit their membership. Should this be “will forfeit” or is it their choice? 
 
 
Website – Ann Fratticcioli was absent so there was no report.  
 
 
Employee Memorial Committee- Janice reported that there is no Memorandum of Intent signed but the committee is 
permitted to proceed with the Silent Auction on December 5 & 6.  Over 100 baskets are ready for this event. The DOTRA 
basket is huge and lovely.  Thanks to Janice and Ann for putting the basket together.  Bottles of wine or spirits are not 
permitted in the basket.  Expenses for the EMC continue to rise and the committee is still looking for volunteers.  
Fundraising plans continue; without funds, many activities of the EMC will be curtailed.  EMC has multiple problems—no 
supply room, no new members to the committee, low funds.  Janice will be the new liaison for DOTRA to the EMC. 
 
 
Historian –Mike Eckel  is working on an article for the February 2020 DOTLine.  
 
Chaplain – Frank Palise reported the passing Peter Tomory.  Frank reminded the Board that it is vital the Board members 
proofread the DOTLine in order to avoid embarrassing errors. 
 
 
Audit:  Nothing to report until next spring. 
 
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES:        
                                                                                                             
 
Happy Hour 
It was SRO at the Happy Hour at Mastoris on November 22.  It was an enjoyable event with a free buffet and drink 
specials. Mastoris donated a Gift Card that was used as a door prize. The next date is December 19 from 5-7 pm. In 
December, there will be a birthday cake (donated by Mastoris) for members whose birthdays are close to December 19. 
 
 
Trips –  The bus trip to Doolan’s Shore Club in Spring Lake on December 5 for a Radio City Tribute Holiday Musical Show 
was cancelled due to a lack of reservations confirmed by the Starr Tours deadline.  This is a very disappointing situation.  
There is a lot of advance work in preparation for DOTRA activities and many vendors will not allow refunds if the ticket 
sales are too low.  As Directors, we must support our events and encourage the general members to attend. 



 
 
Holiday Party:  The annual Holiday luncheon will be held at Mercer Oaks on December 11.  Full details and a flyer were 
inserted in the November DOTLine.   The menu and other details are essentially the same as in the past years.  Janis has 
everything on track; reservation deadline is tomorrow, December 4th.  The cost is $36.00/pp.  There are 62 reservations 
so far. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
Bob Miller is working toward archiving DOTRA records (including – DOTLINES, Minutes, Treasurer’s Reports, By Law 
Changes, Directors/Officers) to a permanent storage drive. 
 
Ann continues to work on the website, loading photos and flyers.  She periodically sends e-mail blasts to members as a 
reminder of upcoming events.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Joe is preparing for the DOTRA spring event.  The breakfast has been very popular and so, we will continue that format.  
It was suggested that we approach Mastoris once again and ask for a price match to Golden Dawn.  Details will be 
confirmed by the February DOTLine mailing.  The tentative date for the breakfast is  Wednesday March 11. 
 
 
Since there was no additional business to discuss, a motion to close the meeting was made by Mike and seconded by 
Bob and the motion passed.  Clint adjourned the meeting at 12:00 pm.   
The next board meeting will be held on Tuesday 1/7/2020 at Tessara Restaurant at 11:00 AM.    
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Andrea Mansfield 
Recording Secretary 


